Dorsey

DORSEY, STEPHEN WALLACE (Feb. 28,
i842-Mar. 20, 1916), senator, was born at Ben-
son, Vt, son of John W. and Marie Dorsey. He
received an academic education and moved to
Ohio while still a boy. At the outbreak of the
Civil War he volunteered and served in the Army
of the Tennessee and the Army of the Potomac,
remaining in active service to the end. He rose
to the rank of captain in the 1st Ohio Light Ar-
tillery. Returning to Ohio he resumed his place
as an employee of the Sandusky Tool Company
and was soon elected its president. On the same
day he was elected president of the Arkansas
Central Railway Company. This was one of the
many companies organized to defraud the state
under guise of giving state aid to railroads. By
the close of 1871 he was interested in three rail-
road projects. The Helena (Ark.) World said
of him: "He came here to promote his railroad
interests. He obtained state, county, and city
aid, under the most solemn pledges. By trickery,
hocus-pocus and legerdemain the gauge of the
road was changed from standard to narrow
gauge, as adopted. To-day we have a wheel-
barrow road from Helena westward, costing
nothing in comparison with the one he promised
to come here to construct" (quoted in Herndon,
post, I, 307). From the state he secured indorse-
ment of his railroad bonds to the extent of $i,-
350,000. Naturally he entered politics and soon
after his arrival he became an influential mem-
ber of the "machine." Here he could look after
his railroad interests. The legislature elected
him to the Senate and he took his seat Mar. 4,
1873. In his first session he introduced a bill to
establish a "National Railroad Bureau for the
General Government of the Railroads," but nei-
ther he nor any one else ever pushed this move
for government control. For several sessions he
introduced bills for the organization of Okla-
homa territory. Most of his time seems to have
been taken up with relief, pension, railroad, Dis-
trict of Columbia and post-office bills, but he ex-
ercised very little influence on legislation.

The Democrats having recaptured the state,
he did not return to Arkansas. He served as
secretary to the Republican National Committee,
of which he was a member, though not a resident
of Arkansas, and conducted the campaign for
Garfield in 1880. In his first Congress he had
manifested an interest in the post-office by intro-
ducing six bills and four resolutions relating to
it Later in his career he became interested in
the Star Routes, and in 1881, along with T. W.
Brady [g.v.], second assistant postmaster-gen-
eral, and others, was indicted for conspiring to
defraud the government of nearly half a million

Dorsheimer

dollars. Powerful political and newspaper in-
fluences were brought to bear in their behalf,
and at the conclusion of the first trial the jury
stood ten to two for conviction of Brady and
nine to three for conviction of Dorsey, but in the
second trial they were both acquitted. M. C.
Rerdell, Dorsey's private secretary, pleaded
guilty in the second trial Charges of jury-
bribing were brought by both the prosecution
and the defense, which led to further indictments
and dismissal of officials. Dorsey attributed his
prosecution to the hostility of Postmaster-Gen-
eral James, and Attorney-General McVeagh,
whose appointment as members of Garfield's cab-
inet he had opposed. After leaving Washington
Dorsey conducted a cattle ranch and was inter-
ested in mining in New Mexico until 1892. After
that date he devoted his time to mining enter-
prises and investments. About 1901 he moved to
Los Angeles and resided there until his death.
He married Helen Mary Wack at Oberlin, Ohio,
Nov. 20,1865. Three children were born of this
union. Later he married Laura, daughter of Job
B. Bigelow of Washington and London.

[D. T. Herndon, Centennial Hist, of Ark. (1922) ;
Cong. Record, 1873-79; Proceedings in the Second
Trial of the Case of S. W. Dorsey et al. (4 vols.),
which is indexed so that Dorsey's part can be traced;
Appletons* Ann. Cyc.r 1882 and 1883; Letter from Dor-
sey's son, Clayton Chauncey Dorsey, giving family his-
tory.]                                                         D.Y.T.

DORSHEIMER, WILLIAM EDWARD
(Feb. 5, i832-Mar. 26,1888), lawyer, journalist,
politician, was the son of Philip and Sarah Dor-
sheimer. His father came from Germany early
in the nineteenth century, settling eventually in
Buffalo. William was born at Lyons, Wayne
County, N. Y. After preparing at Phillips An-
dover Academy, he entered Harvard in 1849, but
was compelled by ill health to withdraw after
two years. Admitted to the bar in 1854, he be-
gan practise at Buffalo and soon became active
in the Democratic party, although his father was
one of the founders of the state Republican party
and William Dorsheimer himself supported the
Republican ticket in 1856 and 1860. After serv-
ing on Fremont's staff in the Missouri campaign
of the summer of 1861, he returned to Buffalo
and formed a law partnership with Spencer Clif-
ton. President Johnson appointed him federal
district attorney for the northern district of New
York in 1867. He surrendered this position in
1871 to participate in the movement for the elec-
tion of Horace Greeley, and was a member of
the Liberal Republican convention at Cincinnati
in 1872. Returning to the Democratic fold, he
was elected lieutenant-governor on the tidfcet
with Samuel J. Tilden in 1874, and reflected

387